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THE 

YOUTH'S DREAM OF LIFE. 



" I "O every youth the first approach to 
life is through dreamland. In 
every youth imagination is stronger 
than will. As he faces this very vague 
but very real condition which we call 
life, each young man or woman is filled 
with a sense of wonder, strangeness, and 
inquiry. What life is to be he knows 
not. Even what he wants life to be 
he is not quite sure. He is in the 
mood of reverie, not of work ; of inter- 
rogation, not of assertion. He sees 
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6 THE YOUTHS DREAM OF LIFE. 

visions. He hears many voices and 
mingled calling to him out of the 
future. He is dreaming the dream of 
the life that is to be. 
\) The youth's dream of life is opti- 
mistic. Its rainbow of promise is 
braided of skyey hopes and splendid 
ideals. The youth is a youth so long 
as he is an optimist. Optimism is the. 
fabled elixir. For we are to remember 
that optimism is not only an idea, but 
also is good feeling; not good feeling 
only, it is also happy choice. Not only 
is it these states of mind, but it is also 
a sound constitution, and joyous condi- 
tions, and worthiest aims. Optimism, 
let us not forget, is at once a belief and 
an atmosphere. 

It is well that the youth's dream of 
life is optimistic. Life has in itself 
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much that is not best or good. No 
one can look out from some great 
observatory on human life without feel- 
ing himself pierced by its agonies and 
shames, sympathising with its sorrows, 
and moved by its woes. The pessimist 
is not without argument from observa- 
tion and experience. But pessimism 
arises from seeing a part and not the 
whole. For optimism is the lasting 
key-note to which all the variations of 
life's music are constantly attuned, from 
which they take their departure, and to 
which they return. ^ The optimism of 
the age of ten is not the optimism 
of the age of twenty, nor the opti- 
mism of twenty that of sixty. The 
optimism of mere pleasure gives way 
to the optimism of a high purpose, 
of work nobly planned and nobly 
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wrought, and the optimism of work it- 
self makes way to the optimism of 
triumphs achieved, and the optimism 
of triumphs achieved in turn makes 
room for the optimism of a blessed 
memory and of hopes which await a 
fulfilment beyond the clouds. For we 
are ever to believe that the world at 
its centre is good, and at its circumfer- 
ence far from being bad. We are to 
believe that evil is an incidental and 
not an essential part of the present 
moral system. We are to believe that 
this world is the best of all possible 
worlds, for its conditions. Every Chris- 
tian is an optimist, and every optimist 
cannot well avoid being a Christian. 
The first article of the universal creed, 
" I believe in God the Father Al- 
mighty," is also the first article in the 
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creed of the optimist. Optimism is 
not born of blindness to evil condi- 
tions. It knows that there are waves 
of pain, and suffering and agony, toss- 
ing on and tearing up the shore of this 
great human ocean. But it also knows 
that the great undertow and gulf 
streams are of beneficence and peace. 
The one thing to be said to the 
young soul in its dreams is this: 
optimism is strength. To believe that 
things are for the best, helps to make 
things best. Great men are always 
optimists. They are not optimists so 
much because they are great, as they 
are great because they are optimists. 
The world's great books are optimis- 
tic. The close of the Odyssey brings 
to a close the hero's wanderings. The 
Paradiso of the Italian poet follows 
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the Inferno and the Purgatorio, as the 
Paradise Regained of the English singer 
follows Paradise Lost Goethe's final 
word in his masterpiece is " upward 
and on." One of the great messages 
which the robust Browning gives to 
the world is: 

" All service ranks the same with God — 
With God, whose puppets, best and worst, 
Are we ; there is no last nor first." 

The best interpreter of our times closes 
his great poem singing : 

" For all we thought, and loved, and did, 
And hoped, and suffered, is but seed 
Of what in them is flower and fruit." 

Even on the reasoning of Schopen- 
hauer, it seems to me, pessimism con- 
tains the seed of optimism. For if the 
will is never satisfied, and if man there- 
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fore is always to be unhappy, it is 
still true that the lack of satisfaction 
prompts to struggle, and struggle is-t- 
the prerequisite of strength. "'Tis 
not the grapes of Canaan that repay, 
but the high faith that failed not by 
the way." Optimism is strength. One 
can hardly forbear thinking of a worthy 
representative of our time, whose inner 
life has lately been unfolded through 
his own letters, as an optimist. As the 
years increased, increased his assurance 
of the goodness of man. It was in 
early life that he put a revolver to his 
head. It was in mature life he wrote, 
" I take great comfort in God. I 
think he is considerably amused with 
us sometimes, but that he likes us, on 
the whole, and would not let us get at 
the match-box so carelessly as he does, 
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unless he knew that the frame of his 
universe was fire-proof." His greatest 
ode, though sung to commemorate 
fallen heroes, is a hymn of exultation 
for the Republic. Life became to him a 
treasure richer, a privilege greater, and 
opportunity the more magnificent with 
each passing decade. Over the sea 
there dwells one, who, fifty years ago, 
flashed on the world with the name of 
" Graduate of Oxford." He had " views " 
and he exhibited them. He wrote with 
the brilliancy of De Quincey, with the 
freshness of Scott, with * the force of 
Macaulay, with the correctness of Addi- 
son. He was a philosopher, a painter, 
an historian, a critic, a teacher. In 
each of these callings he had industry 
and energy. He made and unmade 
reputations. His judgments reversed 
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the judgments of centuries. He helped 
men to see. He appealed to reason; 
he honoured justice, law, order. He 
loved God and man. Under his touch 
the stones of Venice took on a new 
beauty, and the splendours of Florence 
a new glory. If with the ceasing of 
youth he ceased to tell men of the 
glories of art, he began to tell men of 
the glories of life, of the duties of help- 
fulness, and of the magnificence of self- 
sacrifice. Messages entrancing he gave. 
To-day he lives, an old man, seldom 
speaking to the world. And, alas, when 
he does speak, the voice is not that of 
an Isaiah prophesying a nobler time 
yet to be, but the voice of a Jeremiah 
in lamenting. James Russell Lowell, in 
the sunset of his day, was strong in 
himself, strong through his influence 



14 THE YOUTHS DREAM OF LIFE. 

over two worlds, strong in his virile, 
robust optimism. John Ruskin, in the 
sunset of his day, is a vanishing influ- 
ence through his drear and dread pessi- 
mism. Carlyle, too, was majestic and 
mighty so long as he was an optimist. 
Carlyle became weak, trivial, not a voice 
but a scream, not a scream but echoes 
of a scream, as he became pessimistic. 
Optimism is strength. Strength is op- 
timism ; which is cause, which result, I 
need not now discuss. Each is cause, 
each is result. (Therefore to you I say, 
let your dream of life be optimistic. 
(Believe in yourself as good. Believe 
in your fellows as better. Believe in 
your God as best.) Accept of life as 
privilege most precious; live your life 
as duty most sacred; exult in life as 
glory and inspiration most exalted. 
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The youth's dream of life has in it- 
self the comprehensive, vital virtue of 
righteousness. The promise of the 
future is contained in fitting obedience 
to fitting law. Let us never forget the 
omnipresence, the omnipotence of law. 
Let us never forget that, if in respect 
to the nature of his being, God is love, 
that in respect to the relations of his 
being, God is law. The one compre- 
hensive law is righteousness, or, writ 
short, is right. This simple law man 
is simply to obey. Sin is, as the Greek 
word indicates, lawlessness. Lawless- 
ness is discord, disunion, disintegration, 
degradation, destruction, damnation. 
The universe is conditioned by law. 
There is no place for sin in a well- 
ordered universe. There is no place 
for the sinner in a beneficent universe. 
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The sinner is an outlaw. An act of 
sin introduced into the human consti- 
tution works a disorder in that con- 
stitution akin to that which a misplaced 
star would work in the celestial system. 
Cosmos becomes chaos. Sin obscures 
the intellectual vision. Sin depraves 
the affections. Sin hardens the con- 
science. Sin outrages the will. Sin 
destroys the poise of the faculties. 
Sin does this. Sin also causes the 
sinner to feel that he is an outlaw, a 
rebel in a realm of righteous order. 
Sin is the mother of self -consciousness 
and of shame. Sin awakes Adam and 
Eve to the fact of their nakedness. 
Daniel Webster pictures in lightning 
the self-consciousness of the murderer 
of Captain White. Hawthorne tells of 
the awakening power of sin in the 
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illicit loves of Arthur Dimmesdale, and 
in the transformation which comes over 
the faun through his silent and dread- 
ful murder. Lady Macbeth, murdering 
Duncan, murders sleep. Yea, unright- 
eousness is a power which makes for 
destruction. Righteousness is a power 
which makes for preservation, develop- 
nient, life. Righteousness is salvation. 
Idolatry, adultery, mufder are not wrong 
because the ten commandments forbid 
them. The ten commandments forbid 
them because they are wrong. Law is 
not arbitrary. Law is in accordance 
with the nature of things. Law, law, 
law, everywhere law. Law takes on 
cubical relations. Law is as eternal as 
eternity. Obedience to law means 
obedience to the eternal and the in- 
finite. Living in accordance with law 
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is living in accordance with the divine. 
The man who is to keep his youth's 
dream is thus to live. He has one line 
and one line only to walk. It is the 
straight line, which is a right line. If 
the dream is dreamed in youth's inno- 
cence, the youth can project the vision 
only by transmitting youth's innocence 
into manhood's purity. If the dream 
is dreamed in solitude, he can maintain 
its power over himself in a throng by 
holding fast and firm simple righteous- 
ness. If the vision is dreamed in the 
darkness, he can keep its individuality 
of influence in the dissipation of the 
day only by demanding of himself that 
he be inspired by its mighty right. If 
the blessing of youth's hope is to be 
transmuted into the blessing of man- 
hood, memory, righteousness must be 
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the foundation of the hope. If the 
blessing of work to be done is to be 
transmuted into the blessing of work 
done, righteousness must be the com- 
panion in the service. If the blessing 
of youth's exultation is to be trans- 
muted into the blessing of manhood's 
peace, righteousness must be the 
breastplate of the chivalric soul in 
both youth and age. If the blessing 
of youth's dream is to be transmuted 
into the blessing of manhood's reali- 
ties, righteousness is the energy which 
works the blessed transformation. The 
skyward aspirations of your youth are 
to be in and of simple righteousness. 

The youth's dream of life is a dream 
of faith. It is to be a dream of faith 
in oneself. In neither arrogance nor 
humiliation, in neither self-conceit nor 
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self-distrust, but in a clear knowledge 
of oneself, with a consciousness of un- 
selfishness of motive, of a purity of 
heart, of height, of aim, one is to have 
faith in oneself. College life develops 
this worthy faith. If college life pulls 
certain bright feathers out of juvenile 
pinions, it yet gives strength to the 
hidden muscle which lifts and bears. 
The competitions of college life should 
give you confidence in yourself as you 
enter upon the competitions of active 
life. Your associations with scholars 
and thinkers should give you confi- 
dence in yourself as you enter into 
associations with other scholars and 
thinkers, or with men of all sorts and 
conditions. Have faith also in human- 
ity, in humanity's goodness, and in thie 
splendid goal of perfection which hu- 
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inanity will at last reach. Believe that 
humanity cannot, will not, shall not 
fail. Its progress seems often to be 
only circular. It goes in one ceaseless 
round. But the circle is in a spiral, 
and ever, as the circle goes round, it 
goes up. Higher attainment springs 
from present attainment. Let us never 
forget that youth is humanity's final 
hope. The candle of human expecta- 
tion is lighted at the altar of youth. 
The western sky of humanity may never 
be so black but that the morning star 
is burning a promise over the flushing 
eastern hills. Humanity may crucify, 
but have faith in it ; it shall yet bless. 
Humanity may prefer error, but have 
faith in it ; it shall yet know and love 
truth. Humanity may turn its traitors 
into heroes and its heroes into martyrs, 
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but have faith in it ; it shall yet crown 
the kingly king. Humanity may be 
weak and cowardly, in ways, satanic, 
but have faith in it: 

** For Humanity sweeps onward ; where to-day 

the martyr stands, 
On the morrow crouches Judas with the silver in 

his hands ; 
Far in front the cross stands ready and the 

crackling fagots burn, 
While the hooting mob of yesterday in silent awe 

return 
To glean up the scattered ashes into History's 

golden urn." 

Have faith also in God. Have faith in 
a power which makes for righteousness ; 
that is much. Have faith also in a 
person who is righteous ; that is more. 
Have faith in a power which makes 
for omnipotence ; that is much. Have 
faith also in a person who is omnipo- 



